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Abstract

There has been a long-standing controversy in parapsychology as
to whether true precognition is possible. A number of people have
argued that what appears to be precognitively gained information could
be due to real-time psi alternatives instead (see e.g., Morris, 1982; Grif-
fin, 1993).

The experiment reported here tried to rule out real-time alterna-
tives to precognitive ESP by using stock-market figures to determine the
precognitive target. It was conducted as a free-response precognition
study. Each participant completed two trials. Unknown to participants,
one trial was in the "clairvoyance" condition. Here, the target had
already been selected by computer at the time of their guess, but
nobody knew which item the computer had selected. The other trial
was a "precognition" one. For this condition an algorithm was used on
2 specific stock's closing price and world city's temperature on a pre-
specified future date to determine the target. Here it is unlikely that the
participant could correctly guess the target by any means other than true
precognition.

Overall results were at chance (N = 119, p = .44). The clairvoy-
ance condition revealed that participants ranked the target significantly
more favorably than the other pictures (N = 60, SOR = 127, p = .005),
whereas results in the precognition condition were at chance (N = 59,
SOR = 148, p = .5). The difference between the two conditions was sig-
nificant (N = 54, t = -2.31, p = .01). Overall, the results appear to indi-
cate that true precognition may not be possible.
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